
PARTNERSHIPS AND ENVIRONMENTAL CITIZENSHIP

September 21st – Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup
(9:30am-12:00pm, Burton Park, Sussex)

October 30th – KWRC Open House
(5:30-8:00pm, Sussex Regional Library )

December 7th – Santa Claus Parade
(6:30pm, Downtown Sussex)

UPCOMING KWRC WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

FALL 2019

The KWRC is a multi-stakeholder organization with a 
number of hard working folks who contribute to our 
success.  Our staff gathers input and feedback from 
committee stakeholders and carry out projects that create 
win-win scenarios for our cooperative land owners, 
academic and research partners, and municipal partners 
which is key to our success. These stakeholders are 
important, but our work requires more than just cooperative 
committee volunteers.  In a given year we need to purchase 
a wide array of services, equipment, and materials and we 
also have 3-10 employees through our busy spring and 
summer season.  These requirements mean staff has to find 
financial resources and coordinate a number of different 
funding programs.

In 2019, we currently have 15 different funding partners 
who are contributing to our success. Some funders, like 
NB Wildlife Trust Fund, NB Environmental Trust Fund, 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation, and 
Sussex Fish and Game Association are long time supporters. 
 Others, such as Moffett’s Hardware, 
Moncton Fish and Game Association, and 
Sussex Ale Works, are new partners that have recently seen 
the value of the work we do.  Corporate partners, like 
Nutrien and Natural Forces Energy, are also important and 
help us to build and maintain our capacity.

Beyond just cash resources we are also very thankful for 
those who participate in our volunteer activities.  We are

often able to leverage this in-kind contribution against our 
funding proposals.  We assign a value to various in-kind 
activities such as tree planting or shoreline clean-ups, and 
this can be used as matching dollars when needed.
By working to maintain a diverse funding and volunteer 
base the KWRC is not only enhancing and maintaining our 
water resources we are also helping build our local 
communities.  We provide employment and work 
experience to youth, we engage local contractors and 
businesses whenever possible, and we purchase our 
materials from local stores if they have it available.
To our funders, our volunteers, stakeholders, and business 
partners, we are grateful for your cooperation in 
maintaining the health of the Kennebecasis watershed.

~Ben Whalen, KWRC Project Manager

Photo: Rotary Youth Leadership’s International Learning Exchange group volunteered to harvest willow stakes for some of our 2019 bioengineering restoration sites

https://www.nbwtf.ca/en/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/environmental_trustfund/overview.html
https://www.salmonconservation.ca/
https://www.sussexfishandgame.ca/
https://moffettshardware.ca/
https://www.monctonfishandgame.com/
https://sussexaleworks.ca/
https://www.nutrien.com/
https://www.naturalforces.ca/


    

 

HELP US PROTECT & RESTORE THE KENNEBECASIS WATERSHED

September 2019 marks the 11th anniversary of our 
annual Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup! 

To date, we have had over 300 volunteers help us collect 
over 9000 lbs of litter from shorelines along Trout Creek, 
Wards Creek, Parsons Brook and the Kennebecasis River 
since our first event in 2008.

Sadly, our volunteers collect between 500 and 1000 lbs 
of garbage that has blown into - or been intentionally 
tossed - into approximately 5 kilometers of the riparian 
areas we manage to clean up each year. Until litter 
becomes a thing of the past, we need your help to 
cleanup shoreline litter before it ends up polluting our 
water and going further downstream.  

Volunteers just need to come dressed for the weather and 
waterproof footwear and we provide everything else. We 
are grateful for the partnership and contribution of 
Regional Service Commission 8 who provides the 
garbage bags and properly disposes of the litter collected 
and Atlantic Superstore Sussex provides a FREE 
barbecue for our hard working volunteers.

For more information on the Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup, please check out our Facebook event, 
YouTube video or visit our volunteer page on our 
website.

Saturday, September 21st 
 9:30am-12pm

Burton Park, Sussex, NB (map)

Terrapure Sussex cleaned up over 500lbs of garbage along a 
section of the Kennebecasis river and a storm drain alongside the 
highway in 1.5 hours in 2018. We welcome businesses and 
community organizations to put in a team at this year’s cleanup.

Are you an individual, member of a community group or employee of a business that would like to help the 
KWRC improve water quality and vital wildlife habitat in the Kennebecasis watershed? Subscribe to our 
volunteer list and we will let you know of any opportunities for you to get involved. If you have some time to 
lend us in the next few months, please contact us by calling 433-4394 or email 
education@kennebecasisriver.ca to help us with the following work:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!  September – December 2019

Willow stake harvesting
# Volunteers needed: 2-6

Commitment: 1 hour
Location: Sussex

When: September - ASAP!

CoCoRaHS
precipitation monitoring

Commitment: 5 minute/day
Location: Communities near 

Waterford, Portage Vale, Wards 
Creek, Head of Millstream, 

Bloomfield/Hampton 
When: Daily, year-round

Prepare Garden Bed at 
Norton Boat Launch
# Volunteers needed: 4-8

Commitment: 1 hour
Location: Norton

When: September/early October

Clean out songbird
 and duck boxes

# Volunteers needed: 1-2
Commitment: 2-4 hours

Location: throughout watershed
When: November-December

https://www.facebook.com/rsc8solidwaste/
https://www.facebook.com/Superstore389/
https://www.facebook.com/events/384792672456792/
https://youtu.be/k_CpTWoGjsI
https://www.kennebecasisriver.org/volunteers
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Burton+Park/@45.722901,-65.5039433,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4ca722931dd80d3f:0x35de0d958b5d0d0c!8m2!3d45.7228973!4d-65.5017547
http://www.terrapureenv.com/
https://www.kennebecasisriver.org/volunteers
mailto:Sarah%20Glinz?subject=Interested%20in%20Volunteering%20with%20the%20KWRC
https://www.kennebecasisriver.org/bioengineering
https://www.cocorahs.org/Canada.aspx


So, what does the KWRC monitoring team do in the fall? 
One thing our team looks forward to every October is 
something called ‘CABIN sampling.’ It helps if you aren’t 
afraid of bugs when conducting CABIN sampling because 
it entails sampling the community of aquatic insects - 
sometimes refered to as “benthic macroinvertebrates” - that 
live in our rivers and streams. ‘CABIN’ stands for Canadian 
Aquatic Biomonitoring Network and uses the information 
about what bugs are collected to provide a picture of the 
health of the river itself. Most groups across Canada are 
using this protocol because it’s fairly easy to do and enables 
us to be able to compare our results with other places. 

Some species of bugs are more sensitive than others to 
things like low oxygen levels in the water or water 
contamination. Their presence or absence from our samples 
can serve as an indicator of the water quality of the stream. 
This fall, the KWRC will be using a microscope to identify 
our own samples for the first time. . This process involves 
using a guide to determine what each species of bug looks 
like, so we know which ones we have found in the 
Kennebecasis and its tributaries. We will be posting about 
this new adventure on our social media this fall!

For more information on the CABIN sampling we do, 
check out this video from Environment and Climate 
Change Canada. Interested in learning more about the 
monitoring programs we do in the Kennebecasis 
watershed? Check out our website 
www.kennebecasisriver.org/monitoring 

BUGS WITH BENEFITS: Monitoring water quality with aquatic insects

RESTORING MOOSEHORN CREEK

Our Monitoring 
Coodinator, Melissa 
Rafuse, recently 
became certified 
through the 
Society of Freshwater 
Sciences
 to identify aquatic 
insects down to the 
family level and will be 
using a microscope to 
identify bugs like this 
mayfly nymph in our 
own samples for the 
first time.

Our restoration crew spent much of the summer working on restoring a 
900 meter linear section of severely degraded riparian area along 
Moosehorn Creek near Norton. The KWRC obtained a 
watercourse alteration permit from the NB Department of Environment 
which permitted us to back-slope and stabilize 90 meters of river bank 
and build a stabilized fording site. The crew also installed two duck 
boxes and four songbird boxes and planted approximately 3000 trees of 
various species.

The KWRC would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to the 
landowner, Bill Rodgers, for working with us to restore this site to 
improve salmonid habitat and help reduce stream temperatures in the 
Moosehorn system. We also wish to thank the following sponsors for 
their support: Government of Canada, Government of New Brunswick, 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Foundation, NB Wildlife Trust Fund and 
the Village of Norton.

Before

After

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ1g_0GfZF4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.kennebecasisriver.org/monitoring
https://freshwater-science.org/
https://freshwater-science.org/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.2935.Watercourse_and_Wetland_Alteration_Permit_.html


Summer is always a busy time of year for the staff of the KWRC. Conditions are favourable for undertaking 
habitat restoration projects, water sampling, hosting educational workshops and participating in community 
events. To get it all done, we were very fortunate to secure funding from the Government of Canada and the 
Government of New Brunswick to hire some wonderful summer students. These diligent and highly enthusiastic 
students will be greatly missed as they head back to academic life and a bright future. We are grateful for all their 
hard work they put into the KWRC’s restoration, monitoring and education outreach projects in 2019!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Riparian Reads is a publication of the Kennebecasis Watershed 
Restoration Committee, all rights reserved. For questions 

regarding content and operations, contact us at (506) 433-4394, 
info@kennebecasisriver.ca, or write 5 Moffett Avenue, Unit E, 

Sussex, NB, E4E 1E9. Information is also available on our 
website at www.kennebecasisriver.org

Want to receive issues of Riparian Reads electronically? 
Visit our website or click here to subscribe!
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THANK YOU KWRC SUMMER STUDENTS!
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